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by Rabbi Dani Locker

Do you wash the dishes before
putting them in the dishwash-
er? This apparently is a major
disagreement around the world.
It’s up there with the other great
debates of Batman or Superman,
flip flops or slides, iPhone vs.
Android, is a hot dog a sandwich,
is cereal just cold soup, and so
many more life changing, im-
portant discussions.

Let’s shift topics for a bit. Did

you hear the shofar this week?

If you’re not a regular at your
synagogues weekday services,
you might be surprised at that
question. Wait, did | miss Rosh
Hashana or something? No, it’s
still safely three weeks away, but
| (and many others) did hear the
shofar being blown sev-
eral times this week. Ya
see, we've entered the
Jewish month called
Ellul, which is the
month that comes
right before
the High
Holidays. In
a way, the
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Ellul IS part of the -

high holidays. We blow the sho-
far every day (except Shabbat)
during Ellul to help prepare us for
a successful Rosh Hashana and
Yom Kippur.

But why? We’re going to have an
intense and hopefully awesome
Rosh Hashana. We’re going to
pray and plan for a good year.
We’re going to do teshuva, re-
gretting our wrong decisions and
committing to do better. Why do
we need a whole month in ad-
vance?

It’s the pre- wash in the dish-
washer. Dishwashers work pretty
well. In fact, dishwasher com-
panies will tell you (it’s on their
websites) that it’s best not to
do a pre-wash normal-

ly. But everyone agrees

— By / that if you've left a dirty
/‘ & dish for too long and the

leftover food has 2
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hardened and formed a layer of
tough grime, you need to soak
that stuff. In a whole year of life,
we have plenty of opportunities to
mess up. Sometimes we’ve built up
a good amount of hardened resi-

due. Maybe we’ve been so upset at

a friend that we’ve forgotten about
things we’ve said to them a few
months ago. Perhaps, life has been
so hectic that it completely slipped
our mind that we wanted to im-
prove our prayers or our honesty or
our schoolwork. The month of Ellul
gives us extra time to wash away
some of the bits of dirt that may
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Psssst... your
honor... $10,000
has just been de-
gosifed to your

ank account...
wink, wink.
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How dare you try to bribe me2??
When someone tries to bribe me, |

The Torah tells us not to take
bribes, because bribery can
twist even the most careful
and honest judge.

The Toral’s lesson isn’t just
for people who are actual judﬁ-
es. We are constantly mak-
ing judgements about how to
act, who to trust, when to say
or not say something. If we
stand to gain something by
making a certain decision, that
is bribery, and we might sub-
consciously make a poor deci-
sion because we think we’ll get
something out of it.

The only way for us to make
honest decisions is to really be
sure we’re not doing it for the
gain, and it’s even better if we
ask someone else for advice,
because they have nothing to
gain and can be impartial.

Oh, ummm. Yes,
the deposit is on
behalf of my

oponent.




Stump the Rabbi is a forum where kids ¢can 8 tumP t\\e kab 6 i

ask ANY Jewish question.

Have a question? Please send it in to
stump@nageelawest.org

Questions here are real. Names and some wording have been changed.

Note: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that's not really the point.
The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.

#211 Tall and Moody

Hi Rabbi, Dear Omid,
I had an amazing time at I know this is an old ROke’ bu{:
camp, and Shabbos was actu- here goes anyway: A new rabb

||), my favorite part! When starts his Flr'st week on the Job

you made kiddush in the at a synagogue. They get toone

dring room at thesartof - Lo cthud e ihers sty
each Shabbos meal, we made gea ed. The standers start to gezc

an announcement that “some upset at those who are seated, and ¥

people have the custom to
stand for kiddush and some
people have the custom to
sit for kiddush.” Is there a
reason for these different
customs? If my {-‘amily
doesn’t have a custom,
what should I do?

those who are in their seats
are equally upset at the ones
who are standing. The rabbi
decides he needs to get down
to the bottom of the issue and
find out what the synagogue S
tradition actually is.

He finds out that the oldest
living member of the shul, a 100

Thanks,
Omid Yoshev rgg?:er.;r!gnTmrk\elesulenéoggafﬁ a
visit.
“Is the custom to stand for thls
part of the pr‘azers?” the rabbi
asks. “No.” replies Mr. Alter.
“0Oh, so the custom is to sit?”
the r‘abbl concludes “No.” Mr.
WE HAVE
SUCCESSFULLY
CONCLUDED
CAMP NAGEELA

WEST 2022! |
B
1. FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER, CNW 22
CONSISTED OF 4 SEPARATE SESSIONS: -
2 ON OUR CAMPUS IN NORTHERN UTAH,
AND 2 TRAVEL SESSIONS SPANNING

YELLOWSTONE, MOUNT RUSHMORE AND i
PARTS OF SIX STATES!

Alter repeats.

“Wait, so if the custom isn’t to
stand and isn’t to sit, then what is
the custom?”

“The custom is to fight about it.”

Perhaps another week we’ll discuss
S0 man g'par-ts of Jewish
r‘ ctnce ar left up to custom, and
w t ey’re so |mportant But for
now, let’s just discuss this issue
Standm ok S|H:|ng for Kiddush.
T ere are two main categories
of blessings (there are really 4
categories, and for more on that
take a look at season 3, ep|SO e
32, but they can be simplified
to 2 main groups): Blessm S
for enjoyment and blessings for
commgn ments Whenever we
enjoy something with our senses,
lik e ¥ood or ood smells, we bless

God for th ose pleasures. We're
amiliar with the blessmgs we sa
efore and after eatin :

also thank God for the beautiful

system He’s set up that gives

uS guidance in life through the
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commandments. Many, many commandments
therefore, have a blessmg l: at comes along. For
example, you might be familiar with the blessmgs

we make for lighting Chanukah candles or hearing

the shofa tt tefilli ad
et il on el o resdng

Now which category does kiddush fall into?
| believe now is the time to fight about it.
Seriously though. On one hand iddush IS a

mn’czvah and it’s essentially the |essm% on the
commandment, of celebrating Shabbat. On the

other hand, it’s also a bless|ng on food (specif ically

the wine or grape juice that is normally used) and
it’s the intro to the meal. The kiddush for friday

night has an additional blessing aside from the
wine blessing, but the Shabbat morning kiddush
only has the one blessing.

;crhus question has been debated for a loooong
ime.

The majorit oplmon among the books of Jewish
aw ist atl e e e fnet A
oSSl € exception o € TIrSt paragra
Of tﬁ e night klddESh) because it’s fonnegc{:epd
our mea and also because if a grou
Zeo le are all hearing knddush together,
then sﬂ:’cm% seems more like the Zr'e ‘joining
together’ Yet many great peoplé have
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’s better to sit for kiddush (with s

advocated for standing, mostly for

deep mystical reasons, and also

becaus far't of kiddush’s urpose

is to tes fz to God’s creation- and
wdcnesses lw X\s testify stan ing.

There’s also a t |n|on, that one

should stand for the first paragraph

Kiddush and sit for the r-est So w at ’co do?

Since all opinions are valid, if you have a amily
custom you should follow it. If you don’t have'a
family custom, then it seems the best thing is to
follow the standard halacha which is to sit.

Me? |alternate s ua{:tm twirling and dom

somersaults while alanc ng the kiddush cup on
my elbow.
Have a Nageela Shabbos,

the Rabbi

ASK MORE QUESTIONS AT STUMP@NAGEELAWEST.ORG

* S0 EXCITED TO BE
BACK!
WE'VE RESTARTED
JEWNIOR NCSY
PROJRAMS ALL
ACROSS THE WEST
COAST.
SUNDAY HEBREW
SCHOOL IN LV
BEJINS SEPT NTH!

What do British sea monsters
eat?

Fish and ships

0UCH! GROAN!
Nk»‘ do bad jokes ko«ppen to good people? Find a
better joke. Send it to dlocker@nageelawest.org
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breaks the mold of old school Jewish outreach
by providing out- of- the- box social and
educational programs for Jewish children
across the West Coast. Through
afterschool activities, weekend

retreats and our signature summer
camp, we engage elementary and

middle school children in a fun and
meaningful experience.

Our “questions encouraged”

mindset makes Nageela a comfortable
learning and growing environment for
Jewish children of all backgrounds.



