
You can sponsor a week of Nageela Shabbos in honor of a special 
occasion or in memory of a loved one.

Help us reach more Jewish kids with interesting Torah content!

Disclaimer:These AI generated images are NOT meant to portray actual 
people or events from the Torah.  They are simply hints to get you thinking.

HAVE A

PARSHAS BESHALACH 5785

What’s up everyone?

It was great meeting with some families from Reno, NV 
this past week.  We are looking forward to Reno becom-
ing a new feeder area for Camp Nageela West!

There are info sessions that will be announced soon, in 
person in Las Vegas and Denver, plus special ZOOM info 
sessions for residents of  Hawaii and Montana!

Regular Las Vegas JR NCSY programming is suspended 
this coming week, as I travel.

I found this ski slope, which I think will become the new 
default location of  Stump the Rabbi!

News
How do colorblind 

people connect their 
airpods?

Deep Thoughts

We have programs for Middle School 
kids from all over the West Coast.  

Please contact us for details!

JOIN US!

KID FRIENDlY TORAH MAGAZINE
A PROJECT OF NAGEELA WEST COAST, 
JOYFULLY JEWISH EXPERIENCES

SEASON 9, EPISODE 14

Torat Scene-A-Eye
This features an AI generated picture that has numer-

ous hints to the weekly parsha or relevant holiday.
How many hints can you find?

This week’s is about Parshas Beshalach

NAGEELA
SHABBOS

Registration is open for Camp 
Nageela West 2025! 

First time campers can get three 
weeks of camp for 
just $2,999!just $2,999!

Don’t blame me



CONTINUED▼

Ding Dong, Egypt is dead!  Egypt  is 
dead!  Egypt  is dead! 

Ding Dong, the wicked Egypt is dead!

From “The Wizard of Az (Yashir)-  the Musical” Sony 
records, 1313 BCE.

The horrible, mean, abusive, sweaty (it’s hot in north 
Africa), idolatrous, manipulative, Egyptians had 
perished in the Sea of Reeds and now, finally the Jews 
were free (and we had no more trouble for the rest of 
history, wink, wink).

You might have heard that only the Jews sang praises 
to God.  The Talmud tells us that the angels had 
wanted to praise God, but they were told to stop. 
“My creations are drowning in the sea, and you want 
to sing praises?”   God cared even about the wicked 
Egyptians.  He did what was necessary, but didn’t 
want the angels to sing about it!

The big question is, what about us?  If it’s inappropriate 
to sing praises to God when His creations are drowning, 
then why did Moses and the rest of the Jewish people 
sing the epic “Az Yashir” which, BTW, we’ve included 
in our daily prayers?

Let’s take a look at this song.  What did it mean for us?  
It wasn’t just the most downloaded song of the Sinai 
desert (I would’ve said the Egyptians got downloaded, 
but that might be inappropriate).  It wasn’t just a bunch 
of soundwaves (again with the sea puns… really?) It 
was prophecy at a high level.  The Jewish people, 
seeing the profound miracles God performed FOR 
US at the sea, understood God and the world on 
a deeper level (get it? Deeper…well,the Egyptians 
did...)  than ever before.  For the Jews to see and 
understand, and keep it inside, would have been 
wrong.  They had these new concepts inside of 
them, it was extremely important that they USE their 
newfound appreciation and express it.  Their great 
appreciation for God had to flow from them (here 
we go again).

For the angels, it was just 

RAISE TO PRAISE

Question of
 the Week

Which person in the 
bible has a name in 

which the second 
half is also the English 
translation of the first 

part?

I’ve decided to cut 
clocks out of my 

diet.
It’s too time 
consuming.

LOLZ

Answer on page 3

DVAR
TORAH

People at Nageela West  (who 
shall remain unnamed) often 
drink pickle juice.  What a 
bunch of weirdos.

Nageela Fun Fact

137
days till nageela west girls session

162
days till nageela west boys session



continued

Answer of
 the Week

There are two people called 
Yonadav.  Yona = dove.

Question on page 2

DVAR
TORAH

something that happened.  They did not 
gain or grow in their understanding and 
appreciation of God.  They already knew 
all this stuff.  For them, singing would have 
been insensitive.  

It’s important for us to learn a balance in 
life.  We need to be sensitive.  We need 
to grow.  Sometimes those two things fit 
together perfectly.  Sometimes they don’t.  
I was once approached by a terrific  
student who wanted to purposely mess 
up his tests so that his friend wouldn’t feel 
bad (or maybe he was just lazy).  What 
would you advise him to do? Think about 
it.  I’m curious how many people will email 
or message me (after Shabbos, of course) 
with your thoughts.

For High 
School 

Students



	Ќ As the Jews run away (doo doo doo doo 
doodoo), run away (doo doo doo doo 
doodoo), run away (doo doo doo doo 
doodoo), run away from Egypt, they don’t 
go the shortest route to Israel, but instead 
circle around to the Yam Suf (Sea of Reeds).

	Ќ Moses personally brings Joseph’s bones, to 
fulfill the oath Joseph’s brothers had taken.

	Ќ God provides a pillar of cloud to guide them 
during daylight hours, and a pillar of fire to 
guide them at night, in case their headlights 
wouldn’t work.

	Ќ Pharaoh feels really dumb for letting his 
slaves go, and he gathers his army to chase 
them.

	Ќ The Jewish people, seeing the Egyptian army, 
panic and cry out to Moses, who calms them 
down and guarantees a great salvation.

	Ќ Moses stretches his hand over the sea.  The 
Jewish people enter, and it splits, the water 
forming walls on either side.  The surface is 
completely dry land.

	Ќ When the Egyptians attempt to follow, the 
ground gets muddy and their horses need to 
plod slowly.  

	Ќ Moses again extends his hand and the sea 
comes crashing down on the Egyptians for 
an epic wipe- out.

	Ќ The Jewish people are safe at last (doo doo 
doo doo doodoo), safe at last (doo doo doo 
doo doodoo), safe at last (doo doo doo doo 
doodoo), safe at last.

	Ќ Moses and the Jewish people sing a grand 
song of praise to God.

	Ќ Miriam leads the women, many of whom, in 
ant ic ipat ion 

of 

miracles 
h a d 
b r o u g h t 
a l o n g 
p e r c u s s i o n 
instruments, in their 
own song.

	Ќ We get to a place where the water tastes bad.  
I was just at a place in Death Valley called 
Badwater, so we’ll call it that.  At Badwater, 
Moses throws a tree into the water and 
it gets sweet.  A sugar tree?  A candy cane?  
Who knows.

	Ќ The people are hungry and guess what they 
do?  Yuppo, they complain.  Really? “Are we 
there yet? Are we theeeeeere yeeeet?”  God 
literally makes it rain bread.  Also quail.  
Quail are funny looking birds.  Did you hear 
the one about the quail that walked into a 
bar?

	Ќ Moses saves one container of this Manna to 
last forever.  I wonder what preservatives 
they used.

	Ќ The people again complained that they were 
thirsty.  Moses hits a rock (he was supposed 
to, this time) and enough water comes out to 
give the entire nation.  

	Ќ The nation of Amalek becomes the first 
group to attack the Jewish people after 
the miracles leaving Egypt.  Those silly 
Amalekites.  What were they thinking?  Joshua 
leads the charge as we fight against these 
enemies.  Moses stands (for a while, and then 
he sits) atop a hill holding his staff, and as 
long as he keeps his hands raised, the Jewish 
people are victorious.  

	Ќ God commands us to always remember what 
Amalek did (and would continue to repeat 
throughout our history, as our nemesis), and 
to erase any remnant of Amalek.

PARSHAS 
BESHALACH- 
We jump into the water 
and stay dry, then have a 
dance party.

PARSHAL
PARSHA

a brief summary of the weekly 
Torah porshon

DVARTORAH
Rabbi Shamshon Rafael Hirsch was one of the great leaders of the Jewish 

community in Germany for much of the 19th century.  At that time, Jewish 
observance and study in Germany had been disappearing (sound familiar?) 

and acting as the Rabbi of the Frankfurt community, Rabbi Hirsch succeeded 
in slowing the tide of assimilation and creating a very strong, comitted and 

knowledgeable Jewish community in Germany. He worked really hard to ensure 
meaningful Jewish continuity.

He wrote several books including Horeb, Nineteen Letters and Commentary on the 
Torah.

Distinguished Doer Jewnior



STUMP
THE RABBI

StumptheRabbi is a forum where kids can ask 
ANY Jewish question. 

Have a question? Please send it in to 
stump@nageelawest.org

(Most) questions here are real. Names and some wording have been 

changed.

like a 
more man-
ageable situation, because 
you were a part of the process.  This is another great 
example of how human perceptions greatly change 
how we feel about things.

Where does our food come from?
The microwave.  
That’s depressing.  What about before that?  
The fridge?
OK, and how does it get to your fridge?
Instacart.

I can keep going but I will, very uncharacteristical-
ly, hold myself back.  We are conditioned to believe 
in cause and effect.  You plant a seed, it grows.  You 
do a job, you get a paycheck. You pickle a pickle 
and it becomes a pickle squared.  But that’s not RE-
ALLY how the world works.  We learn that in this 
week’s Torah portion.  Bread doesn’t come from the 
ground.  It comes from God.  Sometimes God brings 
it forth from the ground, sometimes from the sky, 
and perhaps sometimes from someone’s elbow (I 
think that’s where macaroni comes from).  Gravi-
ty? Not a real thing.  Historically, God seems to have 
wanted things to fall when dropped.  But when he 
wanted to move water out of the sea?  No worries.  
Miracles are not really miracles.  They just show us 
that nature is an illusion.
So if miracles are so understandable and easy for 
God, why don’t they happen all the time?  Why 
don’t we live in Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs?  
The placebo effect.  We push buttons because it 
makes us feel like we’re doing something.  We go to 
work, cook food, plant stuff and double pickle things 
because it gives us the illusion that we have control.  
This makes it harder to fully trust in God, and allows 
us free choice.  It creates a hiding place for God.

So let’s recognize that there’s a complex algorithm 
running everything.  Or maybe alGODrithm… but 
let’s push that button thingy anyway.  Though it 
would be cool if it rained pickles every once in a 
while.

Have a Nageela Shabbos,

		  The Rabbi

Hi Rabbi,

What’s the purpose of huge miracles like the splitting 
of the sea and the plagues? Bread falling from the 
sky???  And if they’re important, why don’t they hap-
pen all the time?

Thanks,
Flint Lockwood

Dear Flint,

You’re scootering to school and you get to a red light. 
You stop, waiting patiently for the WALK light to 
come on, right next to a mom holding the hand of a 
pre-schooler with a runny nose.  You want to get out 
of there, but the light just isn’t changing. Then you 
notice there’s one of those thingies.  You know, the 
pushy- light- changey- button- thingies. Do you push 
the button? Of course you push the button (maybe 
get a pump of hand sanitizer ready because of that 
runny nose kid).  Does is work?  Does it matter?
Facts are that (mostly in large cities) the majority of 
pedestrian crossing buttons aren’t actually hooked 
up to anything.  So if you’re reading this in Summer-
lin or Scottsdale, Irvine or Park City- places without 
a ton of traffic- those buttons actually do work, and 
often the light won’t change without pushing one.  
But if you’re in LA, downtown Las Vegas or Oakland, 
there’s a good chance that button pushing doesn’t do 
a thing.  In New York City for example, only about 
10 percent of those buttons function.  There’s a com-
plex computer algorithm that controls when the light 
changes, and there’s nothing you can do about it.
I know, I’ve just ruined your life.  Sorry.  Really.  I have 
a button you can push to make it better…

So why do cities maintain these pedestrian crossing 
buttons if they don’t work?  It’s called the placebo ef-
fect.  If you have to wait a while for the light to change, 
it can get very frustrating, but if you think you have 
control over it, then it’s easier to deal with the time.  The 
exact same amount of time waiting at the light seems 

CLOUDY WITH A CHANCE OF 
PICKLES

Note & Disclaimer: Note & Disclaimer: We call this ‘Stump The Rabbi’ for fun, but that’s not really 
the point. The goal is to learn something important in an interesting way.
The answers here should not be taken as halachic decisions.  You should 
always ask a competent Rabbi personally.
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Nageela Shabbos is a weekly publication 
of Nageela West Coast, Joyfully Jewish 

Experiences.

This week’s Parsha describes the Jews crossing the 
sea.

As we see it here transitioning to dry land, the Mid-
rash describes that they walked on a beautiful mosaic 

floor.  Yet the Egyptians’ chariot wheels got stuck in the 
mud.  There were fruits growing out of the walls.

We’ve also shown bread falling from the sky. 

Torat Scene-A-Eye Explained

PICKLE
JEWS


