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So why bother?
That’s a good question.  

Let’s rewind a bit.

Have you ever read something in the Torah and 
been like, “This doesn’t make sense?”  Or perhaps 
you heard a Jewish law and thought, “Nah.  That 
can’t be.”  
It’s natural for us to think our brains are logical 
and anything that doesn’t seem to fit with that 
logic is twisted.  It’s normal for us to view right 
and wrong through the lens of our own sense of 
morality, and if someone or something doesn’t 
fit with our moral compass, we tend to label 
them as wrong.  The tricky part is that you can 
be almost guaranteed that whatever you believe, 
there’s probably someone smarter than 
you.  And there’s also probably 
someone smarter than him.  
And someone is smarter 
than him, too.  So who 
do you believe?
If you can’t know 
that you’re right, 
why bother?

In this 

week’s portion, 
the Torah says, 
“For it is not something 
empty, from you.”  It’s hard to explain what that 
sentence means, but some commentaries say 
it is hinting, “Nothing the Torah says is empty 
(or false), and if it seems empty, the problem is 
with you.”  Ultimately, there’s no higher or more 
reliable source for anything than the Torah.  If 
there’s something in the Torah that doesn’t seem 
right, there are two options.  Either the Torah is 
wrong or you’re wrong.  Which is more likely?

Many years ago, a teacher of mine trained our 
class, instead of saying, “That doesn’t make 
sense,” to replace it with, “I don’t understand 
why that makes sense.”  Just as with any area 

that requires an expert, like medicine, 
mechanics, engineering or 

baking, you’d trust an 
expert’s opinion over your 

own, God is the expert 
on all things, and the 

Torah is without flaw. 
So rely on the 
wisdom of the 
Torah and those 
who teach it.  Don’t 
run on empty.  

Running on Empty
by Rabbi Dani Locker



See all 170 Selfie Torah videos 
on YouTube!  

Visit youtube.com/@rabbilocker
JEWISH CLUBS IN YOUR SCHOOL!

WE ARE STARTING NEW JSU CLUBS IN DOZENS OF MIDDLE SCHOOLS THROUGHOUT THE  WEST 

COAST.  PLEASE CONTACT US TO HELP GET IT STARTED in yours!

apple 
jokes
For ROsh Hashana

What kind of apple isn’t an apple?
A pineapple.

What do you call two apples next to 
each other?
A pear.

Why did the apple pie cry?
Its peelings were hurt.

Why is it so difficult to work at an 
apple pie factory?
Because they have such a high 
turnover rate.

What kind of apple throws the best 
parties?
Gala apples.

What is a math teacher’s favourite 
dessert?
Apple Pi.
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Don’t get tooo excited, these are just  tentative dates.

OKAY, get CRAZZZZY EXCITED!!!! YEAH!!!!OKAY, get CRAZZZZY EXCITED!!!! YEAH!!!!

We wish you all a
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QUESTION OF 
THE WEEK

Twins with birthdays in February.  Both are in good 
health.  Yet one will have to fast on Yom Kippur and 
one won’t.  How can this be?

It’s actually not that hard.  LMK if you figure it out.


