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¢6rime is mohey! Time is mohey! How mahy times have I told
you that? Get a move on!”

yle took out his frustration on his young assistant, who had
Kalreadg wasted hearly 6 minutes. Kyle was known for his great
business skill. He hever wasted time, because every moment was
a chance to make more money. He was successful because of his
uhquenchable desire to gain more, and his tireless work ethic. His
key phrase, the motto he taught his employees, his children and
eveh rahdom people he bumped into was, “time is mohey.”

ast forward 40 years, and Kyle is sitting uncomfortably in
his wheel chair, waiting for a visit from his grandson, who he
barely knows. Kyle realizes he doesh't have long to live, and he
has missed out oh many valuable and meaningful life experiences.

“Sorrg I'm late, Grandpa,” says Kyle III, breezing into the room

with his business suit, still typing in his smartphone. “T had
to stay late at work to finish an important meeting, and pushing
it fill tomorrow would have wasted valuable time. Time is money,
right?” He says, knowing he is quoting his grandfather’s mantra.

LI Kyle answers hoarsely.

The youhger Kyle glances up briefly from his email, confused
at what he’s just heard. “What do you mean Grandpa?”

“Moneg is just money.” Kyle sighs. “Time is life. And life... life is

goodness.” He reaches out and envelopes his grandson in a hug.

Ih this week’s Torah portion, God tells us, “I have placed before
you... life and goodness... and you should choose life.” The
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implication is that goodhess and life are linked together, because
living with goodness will cause us joy and success in living. Life
is mentioned before goodness, because our GOAL in life has to
be goodness. Then the result will be LIFE. If instead, the goal is
a successful life, then we won't find the time or motivation for
goodness.

e all want o do good, and we all want a good life. The only
unes+ion is which is the vehicle and which is the goal. Our
directioh here from the Torah is fo use success as the vehicle to
reach goodness, hot the other way around,
life, and life is goodness.
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Hi Rabbi,

tribes, because I'm not sure what’s going on.
Thanks,
Samuel Batyon

Dear Sam Batyon,

Your information is correct, and yes, it’s
confusing, so here goes. Our ancestor Jacob
had 12 sons. There are also 12 tribes of Israel.
These aren’t exactly the same. WHAAAAT?
Yeah. Here’s what happened. I'm going to give
you aload of history in a very short amount
of time: When we talk about the 12 tribes,
it’'s bassed on their division of territory in the
land of Israel. Levi, the 3rd son of Jacob,
did not receive any Israeli real estate. His
‘tribe’ was dedicated to being the spiritual
leaders of the Jewish people, and therefore
were not involved in farming or taking care
of land. However, Joseph (he’s the one who
was a ruler in Egypt) got a double portion,
and his two sons each became tribes. So the
lists look something like this:

E Sons o} Jacob 22 Tuibes af Isnael

euven
Shiman Shiman
Levi Yehuda
Yissachar Zevulun
Zevulun Dan
Dan Naylali

And so, we lived happily in Israel for a while.
Then, after King Solomon died, there was
a civil war. The ten Northern Tribes split
off from the Kingdom of Judah,

Get Lost

I have heard that all Jews come from only 3 of the original 12
tribes, and that the rest of the tribes somehow got lost. I've heard
some weird legends about them, too. Also, it’s supposed to be

10 lost tribes, so wouldn't that be 13? Maybe I'm one of the lost

Stump the Rabbi is a
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Y Jewish questijon.
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which included
Benjamin

(and Levi, the
mysterious 13th
tribe). Then,
a while later,
the northern
kingdom got conquered, and everybody got
put into UPS trucks and shipped off to a galaxy
far, far away. Or a different country, at least.
Then they were GONE. Most opinions for a
thousand years or more agreed that they had
simply assimilated into whatever societies
they ended up, and disappeared. That’s mostly
true. Mostly...

Questions here are real. Names
and some wording have been
changed.

Overthe past thousand years a number of groups
have claimed to be descended from the ten lost
tribes. Almost 1200 years ago, a traveler named
Eldad Hadani claimed to be from the tribe of
Dan, deep in Africa, where, he said, his tribe
still kept the Torah and traditions of Judaism.
His story was never completely verified, but
many authorities at the time believed him. In
more recent years, it appears quite likely that a
large group of people from Ethiopia are indeed
descendants of these lost tribes.

There are groups in India, Afghanistan, and
various other parts of Asia and Africa who
seem to have some links to ancient Jewish
tribes. Some historians even suggest that
native American tribes from South and Central
America might be descended from our lost
brothers. Wait a second... is, like, everybody
Jewish? Highly unlikely. Even if portions of
these tribes have Jewish roots, there has been
so much intermarriage and assimilation with
other tribes, it would be extremely difficult to
determine anyone’s current Jewish identity.
Do you want to know who else claims to be
descendants of the tribes? The Mormons




believe they are from Menashe. Hmmm. Have a Nageela Shabbos,

So that’s the story of the lost tribes. I find it

fascinating to imagine, when Mashiach comes )
and we have clarity in exactly who comes from

whom, how many Jews there are, literally lost »

among the nations of the world.
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